One hundred and twenty-three asymptomatic carriers of genital pathogens were detected in 309 homosexual males studied (table 3) .
Discussion
The present report is the result of a prospective study designed to determine the rates of different STDs among 309 homosexual males. This is the first study of its kind carried out in Spain. The prevalence of infections among Spanish homosexual patients is similar, though somewhat lower, than that reported previously in America and other parts of Europe.256 It is interesting to point out here the low (1:2) ratio of gonorrhoea to syphilis found among the homosexual males from Seville as compared with the 5:1 ratio of British homosexual males.7 In North America and Northern European countries, both diseases are declining,>'8 probably owing to the changes in sexual behaviour among homosexual men through health education programmes induced by the rapid spread of infection with HIV in this high risk group. The antibody rate against HIV is low in our study, but as happens in other countries, there are regional differences in that rate. It is also well documented that the major population group at risk for development of AIDS in Spain and Italy are the parenteral drug addicts. 28 We found that 15% of STD diagnosed were subclinical, and almost half of the syphilis diagnosed fell into this category. We found rates of pharyngeal and rectal carriers of N gonorrhoeae and rectal carriers of C trachomatis similar to those previously reported studies. Unlike authors of previous studies, we found no pharyngeal carriers of C trachomatis.? 3 The high rates ofgonococcal infection and syphilis in this group of the population make it necessary for both diseases to be screened for in all patients especially because a high percentage of the syphilis is asymptomatic. This should contribute to diminishing the transmission of HIV in this group.
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